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| The Author of this plain Diſcourſe, with great dif- 
Adence, preſents it to the public eye. Complying with 
the ſolicitations of his friends, he ventures to ſend it 


abroad mto the world, in hopes that it may, be bleged,. 


in exciting a more prevalent concern for the beſt in- 


tereſts of mankind, and 88 the ect ng i of the 


divine Hedeemer. 


CASTLE-HEDINGHAM, 
May 28, 1799 · 


_ ACTS, XVI. 9. 3 


A VISION APPEARED TO PAUL IN THE en 


_ » THERE . STOOD A MAN OF MACEDONIA, AND 


— PRAYED HIM, SAYING, COME OVER INTO MACE- 
DONIA AND HELP us. 


1 1851 
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Ir invitation What was 2 given to Paul, to 
preach the goſpel in Macedonia, was communis 
cated to him in a viſion of the night; Which uled 
to be one of the methods by hath God made 
known his mind to his people, and of which 


there are other inſtances in the hiſtory of this 


apoſtle, The perſon, who is repreſented, as 
ſpeaking to Paul, was a man of Macedonia: 
whether he appeared in the habit of the country, 
or ſpoke in the dialect of that province, we know 
not; of this we are certain, that he mentioned it 
particularly by name, by which the apoſtle knew 
that he was to go thither. 


This was a vaſt region of Gee formerly 
called Emathia; and, from the kings of Mace- 
don, Macedonia#. It 1s celebrated in ancient 
hiſtory: for being the third kingdom, which, un- 

* The metropolis of this country was Theſſalonica ; where a church 


was planted by the apoſtle, to whom he ſent two epiſtles, which are in- 
ſerted in the New Teſtament canon. This, and the other churches in 


this ptovince, wiz. Philippi, Berza, &c. are much commended by the 


apoſtle for their amiable ſpirit and liberal contribution to the poor faints 
at 2 2 Cor, chap. viii and ix. 
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der ee r Great, e the empire of 
the world. It was ſeparated from Troas, where 
the apoſtle now was, by the Helleſpont, a narrow 
ſtrait of the ſea over which Paul muſt paſs, to 
go into .. and therefore the Macedo- 
nian A „Come over into Macedonia and help 
It was for this very purpoſe, that this emi- 
3 ſervant of Chriſt was raiſed up, as our Lord 
told him, on the day in which he was, in ſo re- 
markable a manner, brought to the knowledge 
and love of that goſpel, which he had before per- 
ſecuted with uncommon malignity. I have af- 
feared unto thee for this fiurhoſe, to make thee a 
miniſter and a witneſs both of thoſe things which 
ron haſt ſeen, and of thoſe things in the which I 1 
will affiear unto thee, delivering thee from the „ 
peofile and from the Gentiles, UNTO WHOM I now | 
ſend thee ; (ſo that his commiſſion to go into Ma- 
cedonia was an expreſs fulfilment of this word) 
zo ohen their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs 
to light, and from the frower of ſatan unto God, 
that they may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and le. 
ritance among them which are OT by A 
that is in me *, 


It was for ſuch important nliſſions as theſe, that 
this great man was eminently qualified by the 
exalted head of the church, and therefore there 
was a peculiar propriety in £8 application, which 
was now made to him, Come over into Mace- 
donia and help us.” 
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From theſe, words I ſhall take occaſion to ob- 


? ” 


Acts xxvi. 16-18, 


F 


I. The 


/ 


0 5 3 
IT. The wretched ſtate of thoſe whit are Ach 


tute of the goſpel, : Need ths bene it is munen 
to afford. ; e Th 


II. The preſſing urganer wy vt caſe; and the | 
need of immediate aid, which is implied 1 in the 


earneſtneſs of the Macedonian ſpeaker, Aw 


over into Macedonia and helſ us. 


III. That it is the indiſpenſible duty of thoſs 
who are acquainted with the goſpel themſelves, 


to try to bring all they can to an—acquaintance BÞ 
with the ſame intereſting” truths. | 1 SOT ff or 


The firſt thing to be attended to is the eiche 


ſtate of thoſe who are deſtitute of the e and 


the relief 1 it is calculated to afford. 


Were our feltow creatures afflicted within 
malignant diforder, that affected their bodies only. 
and rendered them the objects of pity and com- 
paſſion to beholders, would not every friend to 


humanity not only commiſerate their caſe, but 
bleſs the generous mind that had diſcovered; and 


laud the friendly hand that haſtened to apply 


ſome efficacious remedy? From this principle of 


human nature it is, that the moſt deſerved en- 
comiums are every where pronounced, upon thoſe 
HUMANE, PHILANTHROPIC, and BENEVOLENT 


ſocieties which have ſo much diſtinguiſhed our 
happy iſland. But every one, who is at all ac- 


quainted with the nature of man, knows that 
thoſe maladies, which affect the mind, are infi- 
nitely more calamitous than thoſe, from Which 
the body only ſuffers; and this is the caſe of thoſe 
unhappy beings, who are totally unacquainted 


| with the- * of Chriſt ; for it may be ſaid of 


them, 


* 
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them, that they are in a ſtate of -darkneſs, in a 


ſtate of miſery, in a ſtate of ſhiritual death, and 
in 2 of lions ferdition.” 


Me 


To . They are in a ſtate of darkneſs, of mental 


2 1 darkneſs. 


This ; is perfectly conſonant to the bee 


which the ſacred writers give of the natural ſtate 
wr ſimners. They are deſcribed as ſitting in dark- 


neſs*, as being bad itſelf T; and the change, 


Which the grace of God makes in converſion, is 


deſcribed as a deliverance from the frower of dar-. 


w7 2, and being called out of ine. 


How uncomfortable 18 the tate of 1 
darkneſs, in the abſence of the ſun, and of every 
artificial light! and how gloomy, and melan- 
choly would our fituation be, were this to be the 
caſe with us for any long continuance. The ſa- 
cred hiſtorian gives a very ſtriking deſcriptioin of 
the miſerable ſtate of the Egyptians, during thoſe 
three days of darkneſs, where with God afflicted 
their land; they had no light, and ſaw not one 
enother, neither roſe any from: his filace . But 
there is another kind of eee which is ſtill 
more diſtreſſing, when men are actually blind; 
when the light of the body is extinguiſhed. The 
cheerful day returns, and the exhilarating light 


of the ſun, but all is one vaſt blank to them; 


Seaſons return,” (as our excellent poet Milton 
expreſſes it, moſt Fenn WI his own 
fituation,) 


n Mat. iv. 16. + Eph, v. 8. t Col. 1 14 0 | 9 1 Pet, ii. 9. 0 
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"al e Saab. gb has not * me dcin 


Day or the ſweet approach of even or morn, 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or ſummer's roſe, 
Or Ns or herds, or human face divine, 
But cloud inſtead, and ever RE dark“. 


r is, however, another f ecies of 2 
neſs which is far more awful than either of thoſe 
which have been mentioned, and that is the 
darkneſs of the mind. This is the ſtate, my 
friends, of thouſands in the hamlets and villages 
all around you. They are in a ſtate, not of par- 
tial but of total darkneſs, as to any true know- 
ledge of God or of Chriſt, of their guilt and 
ble y; or of the remedy which infinite goodneſs 
has provided. They are ignorant, as to 


real or well grounded hopes of future glory. In 


theſe reſpects, all within is gloom and horror, 
where the very light i is even as darkneſs. 


Figure to yourſelves, then, ! joy and FR | 
with which ſuch unhappy perſons muſt be filled; 


when they firſt get a view of Chriſt, and behold 


ſomething of the glory, of the preciouſneſs, of the 
fuitableneſs of his ſalvation as revealed in the gof- 


0 His appearance“ ſays the excellent Mr. 


ervey, is unſpeakably more delightfulto thebe- 
nighted ſoul, than the emanations of orient light 
to che eye, or the entertainments of the vernal 
ſeaſon to the other ſenſes. Thus the gloom of 
fallen Adam was alleviated by a ray from this 


bh of righteouſneſs. Abraham and the patri- | 


* Par, Loſt; e. line 41, &c; 
| archs 


5 ing read uon the mountains x. The Pſalmiſt 


which . dawned under other diſpenſations, are 
brought e even to meridian light by the goſpel. ” 


have ſprung all thoſe evils which, like a mighty | 
deluge, have overſpread the ori, and filled it 


the ſame proportion will human r ans; 
wretcheduels. be PROG 


of our fellow creatures, in the vaſt population all 


honeſty; and, inſtead of being bleflings, are, in 


"4% * 
archs ſaw afar off the bleſſed Jeſus, as the morn- 


and the prophets beheld his nearer approach, like 
the ſun upon the point of riſing. To the apoſtles 
and evangeliſts he aroſe in perfect luſtre, and 
complete beauty. The grace and the privileges, 


4 They are in a ſtate of. miſery... 


"This, is the natural conſequence of fin, which. 
is the odious monſter, from, whoſe prolific energy 


with devaſtation; and it will ever be found that 
in proportion as ſin and wickedneſs abound, in 


* 


How very deplorable i is the Glatlion of 1 many 


around us; who are immerſed in ignorance, in 
profanity, in licentiouſneſs, in indolence, in diſ- 


too many inſtances, plagues and curſes to the 
neighbourhoods. where they live. Their minds 
being a prey to evil paſſions, they are and muſt 
be totally ſtrangers to all true happineſs. The 
way. of peace they have not found. But eſpecially 
in that awful ſeaſon, when they are drawing nigh 
to the termination of their preſent. life, how 
poignant muſt their feelings ſometimes be! 


2 * Joel i ii. 2. 


Many 


(9 „ 

\ 

Many of them, no doubt, go out of the world, 
in tht ſame ſtupid ſtate in which they lived in 
it; and know or conſider little about eternity, till 
its awful ſcenes open upon them; or of the pit 
of deſtruction, till they plunge into its profound 
abyſſes, and lift up their eyes in torments inex- 
preffible. But we may ſuppoſe, that there are 
others of them very differently affected in 
theſe awful moments. From the light of nature, 
or from the voice of conſcience, or from ſome 
ſcattered rays of divine revelation which may. 
have reached them, let us imagine ſuch a perſon 
approaching his laſt end; looking back, with hor- 
ror, upon the iniquities with which his life has 


guiſh, to an angry God, an inflexible Judge, and 
eternity. How ſuitable to this 
poor man's 2 5 would be the knowledge of 
the precious goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt! Should ſome 
highly favoured Meſſenger, ſome Interpreter, one 
amongſt a thouſand*, * introduced to him in 
this awful criſis, 3 tell him of a rich, a full, a 
free, a finiſhed, a complete ſalvation; 5 ſhould 
it pleaſe God, by the all-powerfal energy of his 
ſpirit, to- apply it to the poor man's mind, it would 
be to him like life from the dead; it would be an 
exchange of miſery. for rapture. Who among us 
does not long for the honor of being the meſ- 
ſenger of ſuch joyful tidings? Who would not 
rejoice in being the inſtrument of plucking ſuch 
a man as a brand out of the everlaſting burn- 
3 5 Who would not think himſelf the « happier 


17 Job xxxiii. 23. 


B „ every 


1 7 : JF N 1 


been crowded; and looking forward, with an- 


F 
every future day of his life, were his kikitble 
efforts to be thus crowned with ſucceſs? F 


325 Thoſe char are withbhe the goſpel are in a 
. rg ſtate. of Mairitual death. — 


The W Ph ſays of fugh that * are dad in | 
treſpaſſes and fins*. It is freely owned that the 
perſons, of whom we are now ſpeaking, are all 1 

92 and; vigorous as to natural and civil ob-: 

they are all alert and active in the purſuit L 
of gain, or of pleaſure; but as to any thing of a 4 
\B piritual nature, here, they diſcover a total inſen- | 
l Ability. If we confider the life. of the, ſoul as 
= |; conſiſting in the image of God, formed i in, the | 
il mind; in living to his glory; and in wn uh, f 
it {ome happy ſenſe. of his love and favor, we thall 9 
find that to all this, they are totally. ſtrangers, b 


1 and, in the language of inſpiration, dead. 5 
[| There is no finall degree of reſeriblanee be- ; 4 

[ tween the effects of death upon a human body, 2nd. 
[| the confequences of ſpiritual death upon the Mind. 4 
[| A man that is dead has no breath or motion; ſo KB 
j the dead finner has no breathing towards God, has A 


no motion towards ſpiritual and eternal things. =_ 
And, therefore, our Lord mentions it as a very © BK 
ſtriking proof of the converſion of Saul of Tar- I 
ſus, behold he frayetht.. Doubtleſs Saul havin i 
| been educated in the moſt rigid Sect of the Tewith 6” 
religion, viz. that of the harifees, 1725 often bk 
prayed before, that is, had uttered Words, but 
theſe were not "teenie as nk by Chriſt. No; 
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it is not the cold and — titterance of the lips ; 
| * Eph, ii. 1. 1 Acts ix. 12. l ; 
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in x words of ice and ſnow; but it is the language | 


of the heart in thoughts that glow, and words 


that burn, that he accounts to be. prayer.——A 
man that is dead, is inſenſible to every thing 
around him; if the thunder rolls in dreadful and 
reverherated roar, he does not ſhake; if the blue 
lightning ſhoot. from pole to pole, he does not 


tremble; yea, if the very houſe in which he lies 


a corpſe, ſhould be all in flames about him; he is 


- ſtill unmoved. And i is not this the caſe with tlie 


dead ſinner? Sinai thunders out the moſt tre- 
mendous vengeance, with blackneſs, and darkneſs 


and tempeſt *, yet he regards it not; and though 


a Are is kindled which will burn to the a 


Hell, it doth not affect him. Nothing c 


rouſe ſuch a man from this ſtate of awful e 
but the all- powerful grace of God in the goſpel 
of Chriſt; and when the quickening and vital 
influence of the Spirit breathes upon ſuch dry 
bones, a new life is communicated ; and they EN 
perience that whereas they were once blind, they . 
now ſee; whereas they were once dead, they are 

now made alive unto God; and the "Ries | 
now live in the fleſh, is by the faith of the Son 
of God. Great will be the honor of that man, 
who ſhall have the diſtinguiſhed felicity of awaken- 
ing them to newneſs of life; who ſhall call, with a | 
refiſſleſs energy accompanying his feeble voice, 


„ Awake 0 that ſleepeſt and. ariſe from the 


dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee life f. Such 
awakened perſons may fay in „ language of 


* Heb. xii, 2 + Deut. xxxii. 22. 1 Eph. v. 14. | | 
4 5 5 
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tay 
beautiful fimplicity, which Mr. Bunyan, in the 


ſecond part of his Pilgrim, has put into the ce 
of Chriſtiana, 


Bleſt be the day, en 1 began 
A pilgrim for to b;; 
And bleſſed alſo be that man, 
That thereunto moved me. 
Tis true, twas long ere I began 
Io ſeek to live for ever; 
But now I run faſt as I can, 
"Tis better late, than never. 


4. They are in danger of 8 frerdition, who 
___ are deſtitute of the goſpel. 


It is not only evident from the juſtice of God, 


| that thoſe who live and die in a ſtate of impeni- 
tence, muſt be the objects of the divine wrath; 
but it appears alſo indubitable from the nature 


of things. It would be utterly impoſſible for 


ſuch perſons to be happy even in heaven. In pa- 


radiſe they would be unparadiſed ; becauſe they 


would be out of their element; as a fiſh, taken 
from its native flood. Without a petit a con- 


gruity for the ſublime employments of the heavenly 
world, there can be no bleſſedneſs: and if they 


cannot be admitted into heaven, hay muſt then 
go unto their own place; but, Oh! who can de- 


feribe the bitter wail, the agonizing ſhriek which 
they will give, when they find themſelves in that 


place of torment, and have to reflect 3 all this is 
for Ever!” 8 


Are 


\. 


C23 +} 
Are not thoſe, then, who are deſtitute of the 
12 in danger of this awful miſery? Yes; it 
is not a matter of idle ſpeculation ; upon this 
point we are at an abſolute certainty, for a voice 
from heaven has declared, exceft a man be born 


Gain, e cannot ſee the kingdom of God 15 


Let us now conſider, 5 


II. The preſſing urgency of their es and the 
need they ſtand in of immediate aid, which is 
implied in the- earneſtneſs of the Macedonian 


ſpeaker, 66 Come over into Macedonia and help 
28,” 


preſſing urgency of their caſe, who are deſtitute 
of the goſpel. 


If we would form ſome proper eſtimate of the 
vaſt worth of the ſoul, we may learn it from the 


capacious powers of which it is poſſeſſed, from the 


boundleſs happineſs or miſery it is capable of, from 


the infinite price which was paid for it, and from 


that awful eternity of duration to which it is 
born. O, who can poſſibly comprehend the full 
meaning of that word, which is often in our 
mouths, ErzxxIrvl The age of the world it- 
ſelf, which has exiſted near fix thouſand years, 
when compared with eternity, ſhrinks into no- 


thing; what then is our little ſpan of life, our 


threeſcore years and ten? Surely leſs then no- 
| thing and vanity,—And is this eternity pon and 


* John iii. . 


are 


1. The: infinite value of the foul enn 
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„„ 
are the people around us born to live in that end- 
leſs ſtate of exiſtence? How do theſe conſidera- 
tions elevate them to a ſtate of vaſt- import- 
2 and ſtamp an incalculable value upon their 

uls! | | : 


2. The immenſe treaſure of the goſpel, as ex- 


actly ſuited to their circumſtances, is another 


argument to ſhew the preſſing urgeney of their 


caſe. 


This goſpel contains a large and inexhauſtible 


treaſure of bleſſings; and, though it has been ſup- 


plying many thouſands and millions of our race 
it is ſtill as full and inexhauſtible as ever. It woul 

be impoſſible within the ſhort limits of this hour, 
to give an inventory of half its benefits; permit 
me only to enumerate ſome of them. It con- 


tains, then, Redemption from the guilt, and de- 


liverance from the pollution of fin. It ſhews us 
a reſcue from that wrath of God, which we had 
deſerved, and which was hanging over our heads. 
It holds out exceeding great and precious promiſes, 
which are the ſongs of the Believer in this houſe 
of his pilgrimage. It affords a never failing 
ſapport under all the trials of this preſent life, 
and a glorious proſpe& of manſions of bliſs at the 

end. Beſides ; this goſpel is exceedingly ſuited 


to the wants and exigencies of thoſe poor people, 


who are now unacquainted with it. Are they 
guilty? It tells them that the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin . Are they in debt 
to the law and juſtice of God? It reveals a ſurety 


*1, John E 7: 


who 
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| who has taken all this debt upon himſelf, and has 

paid it to the very uttermoſt farthing. Are they 
polluted? It points to a fountain, which is opened 

for fin and for all uncleanneſs*. Are they help- 

leſs? It tells them that the grace of Chriſt is ſuf- 

ficient for them, and that his ſtrength is made 

f perfect in Weakneſs f. Now how important is 
the communication of thefe glad tidings to men 

in ſuch miſerable circumſtan ces 

Ns The vaſt multitudes that are every day 
periſhing for lack of knowledge, is another con- 
ſideration of great moment. VER, oe 


PE I z 
: 
* 


Time, with a mighty ſweep, is continually 
bearing away, the ſons of men into eternity. 4 
Whilft 1 am now ſpeaking, there are fome of 1 
theſe poor people uttering their laſt groan, and J 
called to give up their awful account before the 
great judge of the quick and the dead. The day 
of their viſitation is for ever, ever over. They 
are gone beyond the reach of your benevolerit ex- 
ertions ;' 4nd their (everlaſting Nate is fixed, be- 
vod the pöfftbility of a change! But whiltTam 
ſpeaking, there are thoufands, and thoufands of 
' others, to whom life is ſtill continued, who are 
in all the miſery and want, which I have now at- | 
tempted feebly to deſcribe.” And do not theſe 1 
8 5 iondtanit people, do not the many dark and 
arren villages that are around us, cry aloud to 
us in the lariguage of the text, O come, come 
to us, and help us. Communicate unto us that 


5 : 2 41 3 v — 2 * . a | 
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& know 
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2 knowtedge, which you have in ſuch PRIN TORY b 
60 make us acquainted with thoſe bleſſings, wich 
„you ſo largely enjoy. Let us only have ſome 
« crumbs. of thoſe bounties, with which your 
Stables are ſo richly covered. O try to pluck 
us out of that fearful burning, into whicn we - 
< are. juſ falling; and the bleſſing of thoſe that are 
* ready to periſh will come upon you, and ou will 
< cauſe our hearts to ſing for joy x. 70 
III. Our third remark was, that it is the in- 
diſpenfible duty of thoſe who are acquainted with 
the goſpel themſelves, to try to bring all they 
can, to an Cas with the ſame intereſt- 


ing truths. 
We find, that the grace of God has . "= 


this manner in all ages. How was Abraham con- 
cerned not only for his children, but for his ſer- 
vants, that they might keep the way of the 
Lord +; and how fervently doth he breathe out 3 
his ardent prayer for Iſhmael, O hat Iſhmael Y 
might live before thee t How ſolicitous was David Y 
to communicate divine knowledge not only to his 
own family, but to all around him, Come, ye chil- 
dren, hearken unto me; I will 1 you, the fear 
F the Lords. When Andrew was called by 
Chriſt, he went and called his brother Peter; and 
when Philip was called, he went and invited Na- 
;hanael to come and hear Jeſus. When the Noman 
of Samaria was brought to the N af 
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Chriſt, the immediately left her water - pot at the 
well, forgetting all her worldly occupations, and 
went to her townſmen to invite them to come to 
jeſus, and hear = words. When Peter was com- 
miſſioned to preach to Cornelius, a Roman officer, 
he found that Cornelius had gathered together his 
kinſmen and friends to hear Bim preach 1 the ever · 
laſting goſpel *. And when Paul was converted, 
how earneſt was he for the falvation of his bre- 
thren, his kinſmen the Jews. He ſays, Brethren, 
it is my heart's deſire, and firayer to God for Iſrael, 
thiat they might be ſaved +. Yea, he tells us, that 
he could even wiſh himſelf accur/ed from Chrift : 
that is, cut off from all the external privileges of 
his church, if it might but promote the ſalvation 
of their ſouls; ——And-: is not this the caſe with 
many of you, my friends? Have not your hearts 
often yearned with the moſt tender compaſſion 
over your relations and friends? Do they not 
now glow with the moſt generous benevolence, 
towards your poor and ignorant neighbours ?, Do 
you NOK: long to. n unto ENF not. the e 
Adee Vander's Win Semana Vol, II. Serm. 55 3 Vol. ur: 
derm. 3. To this Gentleman the Author of, theſe. lines is unknown 
in perſon, and probably even by name; bat be cannot omit this op- 
portunity of ſtrongly expreſſing the very great obligations he thinks 
himſelf under to him for that publication; and of teſtifying his moſt 
_ cordial approbation of the excellent ſpirit with which it is written. 


As he thinks it moſt eminently calculated for, uſefulneſs, he would 
Rrongly recommend it, wherever this diſcourſe may circulate. 
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of God only, but the warmeſt” e of ew 
10 N55 becauſo they are dear unto nne tot. 9-77 
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; 0 great variety "af, motives. — 1 impel the in- 
cere Shen, to ſeck the purita] good, of Others. 


3. "Gratitude to the r Author oy thoſe | ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings. he en 1 5 will have a oy JON 
wn influence over A 


was once,“ he will fay, * as to man bange 
1 in the ſtate of theſe very people. My mind was 
all darkneſs, and ant againſt God: I ſhould 
* have remained. in that ſtate to this preſent port 
had not that God who' commanded the light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, been pleaſed to ſhine 
into my dark ſcul, with'a beam of ſuch efful- 
© gence,” as to give me the light of the know- 
* ſedge of the glory of God, in the face of Jeſus 
„Chtiſt. It was he that ſought me-out, as I was 
« wandering from him in my fins. I ſhould never 
„ have ſwoglit out him. And now, Lord, what 
% ſhall IL render unto thee for all thy benefits, 
* conferred upon one ſo unworthy? Lord, what 
Wält thou have me to dot L Will. teach trafiſ- 
ways, and ſinners ſhall be converted 
* unto thee. . Had 1 a "thouſand tongues to utter 
e thy grace, or a thouſand lives to devote to. thy 
& ſervice, they would be too few to e n 
« all Tg e Re | 1 
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2. Zealfor the * of God is 5 mo- 
tive, which influences a good man to ſeek the fal- 
vation of others. — 
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It is one of the properties of true grace, that 
it gives a tranſcendent elevation to the mind of 
man. Take two perſons, poſſeſſing, as nearly as 
poſſible, the ſame advantages; enjoying the ſame 
education; attending upon the ſame miniſtry; 
but whilſt the one is alienated from the life of 
God, the other has received a taſte for ſpiritual 
bleſſings; what a rich intellectual banquet is pro- 
vided-for him, whilft the other is feeding upon 
huſks; and what an elevated dignity does it give 
to the mind! His ambitious ſpirit cannot pe fa⸗ 
tisfied with a portion upon earth. Nothing leſs 
can fill the vaſt capacities of his. ſoul, than a 
| boundleſs, an immortal felicity. And as the 
glory of God is the nobleſt object he can have in 
view, ſo: this is what. he moſt / earneſtly ſeeks. 
For this purpoſe, he is ſolicitous that the king- 

dom of his Lord may be enlarged, that a great 
acceſſion of new ſubjects may be made to his 
government, and that the bleſſings of his golpe) 
may be more axtenfively; diffuſed.” NS nl 


3. A reflection upon his own. ee and 
the extreme precariouſneſs of life ſerves as an- 
other powerful ſtimulus to excite 4 8 man in 
ra the ſalvation of others. $1 nd9e + 

3 

Not only- theſe-who:nre-the abjects of our 
cotinetiion are dying around us, but we ourſelves 
alſo muſt ſoon remove ſrom the preſent ſtage of 
action; and then we ſhall have no more. oppor- 
tunities for doing good to the bodies, or to the 

"TS ſouls 
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ſouls of men. When we think of this, what a 
cogent argument ſhould it be, to be fedfaft, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, foraſmuch as we know that our labor fhall 
not be in vain in the Lordu. When our laſt day 
approaches, and our laſt ſands are running, will 
it be any ſubject of regret to us, to have ſpent 
our time, our talents, our ſtrength, and our lives 
in this beſt of all ſervices? Will it not rather gild 
the dark valley with effulgent glory, then to have 
the approbation of our Lord, and the zeftimony of 
our conſciences, that in ſimplicity and godly fince- 
rity we have had our e preg in "the eke \ hd ? 


4. A volts” concern for FAY welfale of | 
FO and the happineſs of mankind, is another 
vs to urge us to engage in this good Work. 


It is not the little narrow intereſts of a party, 
Saler in politics or religion, which it is the de- 
ſign of this ſociety to promote. No, my friends, 
I ſpeak it in the face of open day, that our /o/e 
ambition 1 is, under the influence of the . yy 
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t 2 Cor. i. 12. Theſe truths have received a moſt awful Wenn 
tion in the death of one of the firmeſt ſupporters of this cauſe, the Rev. 
Aaron Wickens, of Dunmow, within ſeven days from the delivery of 
this diſcourſe; for whom the author poſſeſſed'the fincereſt friendſhip; 
in whoſe agreeable and inſtructive converſation, he has paſſed many 

days of pleaſure; . whoſe death he ſhall never think of, without a ten- 
der regret; and to whoſe memory he embraces with pleaſure this Op. 
portpkity of paying the — a grateful heart. 
FX 


„ 
rit of God, to make men converts from igho- 
rance, from vice, from miſery; to make them 
better members of ſociety, better ſervants, better 
parents, better huſbands and wives; to impart to 
them thoſe ſtrong conſolations which the goſpel 
affords againſt the ills of life, and the'terrors of 
death; and, in a word, to raiſe them from their 
preſent depreffion, to the dignity of rational and 
immortal beings. And will not every pious 
clergyman * of the eſtabliſhed chürch, and every 

ſerious private member of her communion, bid 
us God ſheed? Will they not be ambitious of co» 
operating with us in their reſpective neighbour- 
hoods? The field is moſt extenſive,” and affords 
ample ſcope for the zealous exertions of all the 
friends of Chriſt. The harveſt truly is plenteous, 
let us pray therefore the Lord of the harveſt, that 


he will ſend forth | more labourers into > his har- 
| veſt. | 


* To the "IF of many 23 it Is to be menticued that 
they are no leſs active, in the diſſemination of religious truth, than 
the Diſſenters; and even the Bishor of Dunnam himſelf, in his 
late charge, has ſtrongly recommended Village-Reading. | 


14 «It is with pleaſure I can here relate that a gentleman, (I think a 
magiſtrate} who attended, out of curiofity, a young miniſter, who was 
lately exhorting the people to repentance, in a country place, was ſo 
far from being diſpleaſed with what he heard, that he went up to him, 
after the ſervice was concluded, thanked him for his ſermon, and aſ- 
ſured him that he hoped he himſelf was endeayouring to attain the 
ſame object one way, (by enforcing the laws of the land) as be, the 
miniſter, was aiming at in another, namely, to reform the people. | 


See an Apology for Village-Preachers, by my much eſteemed friend, 
Mr. Kingſbury, *. 
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1 Out encouragement to perſeverance is very 
promiſing. It bas been the ſubject of re- 
repeated obſervation, and of ſincere gratulation 
by all the friends of religion, that the plain, 


** preaching of the goſpel of Chriſt has pro- 


duced wonderful effects upon the moſt hardened, 


upon the moſt depraved of our ſpecies. I refer 


to the happy conſequences of it among the poor 
colliers at Kingſwood, near Briſtol ; at Newcaſtle 


| i 1 ; * maul the tinners in Gon 
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5 1 ws may; produce 3 iaſtange 
known to moſt of us, in our own. county, and in 
the neighbourhood. of Colcheſter ; Where the 


plain, unſophiſticated doctrine of the croſs of 


Chriſt, has produced an alteration of the moſt 


pleaſing kind, and has turned the barren wilder- 


P Kiogſbury* $ Apology, p. 42. 


” The circumſtance above. alluded to is | the. very pew a Of bleſ- 
fing, which has attended the artleſs and unadorned preaching of the 
croſs of Chriſt, in the neighbourhood of Birch, and Layer Bretton, 
near Colcheſter ; where,” but a very ſhort time ſince, a praying family 
was ſcatcely to be found. But the all-powerful,' and all-directing 
grace of God was pleaſed to raiſe up a friend to viſit them, and read 
the word of God on ſabbaths in a private houſe, where he prayed and 
endeavoured to expound the ſcriptures. The reformation in their 


morals which enſued was very viſible; an eatneſt concern in the af- 


fairs of cheir ſouls: ſueceeded; and their numbers increaſed to more 
than two or three hundred; of whom nearly forty have given ſolid 
evidenee that they have been tumed from darkneſs to 880 and from 
* power and ee of ſatan unto God. 15 
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' neſs into the carden of the Lord. Ariſe, Q 
Lord, into thy. ny” thou and 11 ark EY: 2 
Prength! £ 


Pity the nations, O our God, 
- Conſftrain the earth to come; 
Send thy victorious word abroad, 
And bring the ſtrangers home. 
We long to ſee thy churches full, 
That all the choſen race 
May with one voice, and heart and foul, 
Sing thy redeeming grace. 


F I N I 8. 


* k 
4 


F * 
1 8 


* 


Tr 


1 


* 
1222 


f 


* 


75 


* 
* 


” 


* 


ln n 


» 
» 


> * 
1 bf 


4 


4 


* 


1 


* Y 

lk 7-7 
. 
TY 


Fs 


$7 
1 41 


* 
2 
Ts 
- 
- 


Ee er 


. 1——ů ů ů ů ů — — es — — — — 
„ — — 


9＋ 

— 4 

* : 

85 
. . 


